FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
lished by the Crusaders. To expect it to protect the
eastern flank of the Suez Canal seems quixotic, and
one cannot but doubt whether the British states-
men who founded the new Palestine had made
any serious study of the history of that country,
5. IRELAND
From a British point of view the partitioning
of Ireland and the erection of the greater part
of it into a self-governing dominion has been a
sad failure, for which the Irish have, naturally,
blamed the conditions of a settlement which they
have long ceased to observe. In Northern Ireland,
indeed, Protestant ascendency has been preserved;
but at the cost of preserving a government which
has had to assume many of the features of a
dictatorship. Nor has the South ever accepted
the partition. It has been nibbling away at the
bonds that still connect the "Free State3* of Ire-
land with the British Empire and has destroyed
most of them: at present it is conducting a
vigorous tariff-war with Great Britain which is
naturally causing more distress in the smaller
country. It seems more likely than not that in
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